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E N T E R P R I S E  C I T Y : 

THE NEWS FROM 
ENTERPRISE CITY

“The launch of The Stables, Department Store, 
and Foley’s has made the area a destination for 

relaxing and socialising.”

St. John’s 
Enterprise City 

Welcome to the January issue of DeBrief, a 
collection of the latest news stories from the 
Enterprise City district in St. John’s.

As we start 2023, we have 
plenty to look back on. 2022 
was an action-packed year with 
developments opening their 
doors, lots of new tenants moving 
in, and hundreds of businesses 
thriving within the district.

We established the ABC Buildings 
as a hub of activity within the 
area. It has welcomed tenants 
including Orka, Journey Further 
and OpenMoney. Alongside this 
we launched the unique Roofdeck 
and Dome space with a series 
of pop-up market events and 
speaker panel events. The ABC 
Gallery also opened its doors 
for the first time hosting two 
exhibitions.

Most recently, we have seen 
Manchester Goods Yard welcome 

tech giants Booking.com, with 
Cloud Imperium Games and other 
large tech businesses ready to 
make it their home in 2023.

We have also expanded the food 
and beverage offering to provide 
for the growing community in 
the district. The launch of The 
Stables, Department Store, 
and Foley’s has made the 
area a destination for relaxing 
and socialising over excellent 
food from talented chefs. Not 
forgetting a natural wine pop-up 
bar outside ABC in a retro Citroen 
van.

Other arrivals in the district 
included two cohorts of 
tech start-ups at Exchange. 
Throughout the year Alice and 
the team have supported the 

early-stage businesses with a 
physical base, access to a mentor 
scheme, funding opportunities, 
and membership into a 
community of entrepreneurs. We 
are currently seeking the fifth 
cohort of businesses to join the 
scheme in the new year.

Looking ahead to 2023, the 
finishing touches are being 
made to launch plans for Side 
Street Studios, Cube Space and 
Transmission, alongside other 
exciting developments that will 
continue to develop this one-
of-a-kind district in the heart of 
Manchester.

Take a look at the latest issue of 
DeBrief to find out more about 
the developments and some of 
our tenants.
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P R O J E C T :  L AT E ST  # 1

A BRIEF ROUND-UP OF ALL THE 

LATEST NEWS, UPDATES & IMAGES 

FROM AROUND ST. JOHN'S.

Progress at St. John’s, October 2022.  
Union under Construction besides Manchester Goods Yard.

ABC Dome 
September 2022 

The Factory 
January 2023
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P R O J E C T :  L AT E ST  # 2

Stables, September 2022. Opened 
as an events space in 2022.

Campfield Yard, November 2022. 
Campfield 2 with Campfield 1 in the 
distance. 

The Factory, July 2022.  
Set to open Spring 2023.

Manchester Goods Yard, October 2022. 
Booking.com’s new Manchester campus 
and headquarters for Booking.com’s 
global Trips division.

T H E 
FA C TO RY
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P R O J E C T :  L AT E ST  # 3

ABC BUILDINGS FITOUT
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Exchange has begun its search 
for stand-out tech start-ups to 
join its fifth cohort of companies 
who are innovating in their 
industries. 

The successful tech scale-up 
support scheme is now in its 
third year and is welcoming 
applications for places on its 
programme, which starts in 
March 2023. To date, Exchange 
has supported more than 450 
people from over 100 businesses 
that have created over 120 jobs. 
The scheme’s tech start-ups have 
raised more than £10m in funding 
on their growth journeys.

Applications to find its fifth 
cohort of tech businesses opened 
early in December, with judging 
and next stage interviews set to 
take place in January 2023. 

The scheme seeks to support 
the UK’s next generation of 
tech businesses reach their 
full potential and is based at 
Department Bonded Warehouse 
in Enterprise City, Manchester. It 
offers ambitious entrepreneurs 
and their businesses a physical 
base in the city’s tech, media and 
creative cluster, as well as access 
to industry experts, workshops, 
opportunities for funding and 

EXCHANGE LAUNCHES SEARCH FOR 

UK'S NEXT BEST TECH START-UPS

F E AT U R E :

a community of likeminded 
entrepreneurs.

Programme partners span 
marketing, legal, technical, hiring 
and funding functions, giving 
successful businesses a complete 
toolkit of resources to thrive and 
place themselves among the UK’s 
most exciting start-ups.

Alice Pickersgill, community 
outreach lead at Exchange 
Enterprise City, said: “We’re 
on the hunt for the next wave 
of exciting business to join our 
community of entrepreneurs. 
Over the past three years we 
have witnessed many success 
stories and want to continue this 
by supporting another series 
of businesses reach their full 
potential, with the help of our 
partners and the ecosystem we 
have built.

“Scaling a business isn’t 
a level playing field with 
considerably less people from 
underrepresented backgrounds 
having the opportunity to bring 
their ideas to life. We’re trying to 
remove these barriers to entry, 
no matter the circumstances or 
background of the entrepreneur. 
We’re enhancing accessibility 
of the programme providing 

• Scale-up programme is looking for tech start-ups 
to join its fifth cohort

• Exchange has supported over 450 people across 
100+ businesses in the last two years

• Exchange applications closed 11th January 2023

If you would like to apply to join the fifth 
Exchange cohort and benefit from the 
knowledge and support offered, apply 
today at https://www.enterprisecityuk.
com/exchange-application/.

24/7 building access and adding 
streaming sessions to the scheme 
so they can work flexibly around 
existing commitments.

“This year we’ll be working more 
closely with Exchange alumni and 
our community to inspire even 
more people to scale their own 
enterprises, and make the best 
use of the ambition, ideas, and 
determination of people of all 
demographics.”

Exchange is at the heart of 
Enterprise City at St. John’s, 
Manchester, and a catalyst for 
small businesses to join the 
wider ecosystem, creating jobs 
and contributing to the region’s 
tech industry. The programme 
is delivered with support from 
knowledge partner, Tech Nation.

The scheme’s alumni include 
Pixel Max, a 3D virtual workplace 
tech business which raised more 
than £2 million while it was an 
Exchange member, My First Five 
Years, which secured £1.4 million 
at the beginning of this year, 
Versori and Sparkbox, which have 
both recently completed £1.5 
million deals to enable them to 
grow to the next level.
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Since starting up during the 
pandemic, SoSquared has quickly 
become a well-respected brand 
within Manchester’s thriving tech 
industry.

When meeting with Sam Royle, 
the co-founder and CEO, his 
passion for the business is 
indisputable. With a background 
in the private market investment 
industry, he made the decision 
to enter the start up space and 
develop his own traditional 
influencer marketing agency. 
However, it quickly became 
apparent that there was a 
complete lack of structure, 
traditional corporate procedures, 
and integrity within the space, 
especially within the UK, leaving 
him questioning how his business 
would ever be truly scalable. 

This led to the creation of 
SoSquared, the digital influencer 
marketing platform. Sam, 
alongside his co-founder Greg 
Donnelly, set out to streamline the 
influencer marketing and user-
generated content process for 
both brands and creators alike, by 
pivoting the agency into a digital 
infrastructure for both parties.

The platform allows brands to 
find the perfect creator, manage 
their campaign all in one place, 

SOSQUARED
Since starting up during the pandemic, 
SoSquared has quickly become a well-
respected brand within Manchester’s 
thriving tech industry.

directly message creators, gain 
campaign analytics on both an 
individual and collective level, 
and have access to transparent 

creator insights. Whilst creators 
can connect with brands 
perfectly matched to their profile 
and directly message them 
to avoid missing out on great 
opportunities. Cutting down the 
admin and hassle for both parties. 

The platform launched to the 
public in April 2022 after closing 
its first fund raising round led by 
angel investors. It is available to 
businesses ranging from SMEs 
to large enterprises. So, whether 
it’s the business’s first dip into 
influencer marketing and user-
generated content or it frequently 
takes part in campaigns, it’s 
accessible for all. On the 
creator side, it is completely 
free to join, with the platform’s 
revenue coming from the brands 
themselves. Nothing is deducted 
from the influencer’s personal fee. 

In Sam’s own words: “Creators 
should feel empowered by 
SoSquared to accelerate their 
careers, expand their portfolios, 
build strong relationships, and 
control their finances. We want 
creators to get the most out of 
the opportunities available to 
them. Brands can enjoy easy 
access to some of the best talent 
on the market all-in-one space 
and receive reputable analysis 
and campaign management.”

Sam is a real champion of 
developing his network, with 
him crediting his time on the 
Exchange programme as a 
catalyst for growth. Before joining 
the scheme in September, he was 
already a Department hot desk 
member at Department Bonded 
Warehouse. He used this as an 
opportunity to meet like-minded 
entrepreneurs, even before he 
was an Exchange cohort member. 
This truly sums up his nature, 
and he is very open about the 
fact that like any good start-up 
founder, he understands what he 
is good at and where he needs to 
improve.

Since being on the scheme 
SoSquared have built a real 
presence within it, with Sam 
himself being on the board 

To find out more about 
SoSquared, visit: sosquared.com

of multiple other Exchange 
businesses, a role he is proud 
of and eager to continue as he 
expands his network.

The business itself has also 
achieved some incredible 
accomplishments at such an early 
stage including a partnership with 
Meta, an exclusive agreement 
with TikTok to deliver short form 

video content for TikTok shop, 
becoming the second biggest 
influencer marketing platform 
according to TikTok, being 
shortlisted for a Tech Trailblazer 
award, and most recently being 
announced as one of Tech 
Nation’s North West rising stars. 

The momentum this business has 
is clear and with a funding round 

ongoing, the continued work 
internally to develop the product, 
and Sam’s continued goal to raise 
his profile within the tech and 
marketing industry, we can’t wait 
to see what happens next.

M E E T  T H E  M E M B E R :

“My network is 
my net worth”

14 15



Located on Lower Byrom Street 
next to Department Bonded 
Warehouse, the restaurant gives 
workers and visitors to the area 
great value classic cooking. 

Once part of Granada Studios and 
a feature of Coronation Street, 
The Stables has been reinvented 
to include a contemporary bar 
and professional kitchen under its 
vaulted beams. It caters for the 
thousands of workers set to move 
into the Enterprise City district in 
the coming months and years.

Phil Dove, Food and Beverage 
Director at All Work & Social 
commented: “We set out to 
create a casual, canteen-style 
dining experience and we have 
truly delivered that with The 
Stables. With all food served on 
your tray fresh from the kitchen, 
accompanied by a well-stocked 
bar, it is the ideal spot for team 
mates to meet throughout the 
day to relax and unwind.

“We pride ourselves on our 
bespoke catering team who are 
passionate about hospitality and 
creating an elevated experience. 
We take care to source all our 
produce locally and we are 

THE STABLES 

CANTEEN-STYLE 

CONCEPT BAR

ST .  JOH N ' S  P R O J E C T S :

The Stables, Enterprise City’s new canteen-style 
concept bar and restaurant launched this summer 
with a mouth-watering menu.

always sure to recognise the city 
of Manchester throughout our 
menu.”

Operated by All Work & Social, 
the venue is also available for 
event hire all year round – from 
corporate events and parties to 
weddings. Events are available 
with dining packages from the 
head chef, drinks packages served 
by the in-house bar team, and a 
range of DJs, in partnership with 
Reform Radio.

To find out more about The Stables 
and to make event inquiries visit: 
allworkandsocial.com 

“...the ideal 
spot for team 
mates to meet 

throughout the 
day to relax and 

unwind.”
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ENTERPRISE CITY 
at your fingertips

Everything that’s 
Enterprise City 

all in one place. 

Discover, explore 
and learn about 
this innovative 

new district with 
the Enterprise 

City app. 

Available now from 
your app store
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DOWNLOAD THE 
ENTERPRISE CITY 

APP  NOW
ENTERPRISE CITY  

SHOWCASE EXHIBITION

NOW OPEN
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To find out more about 
Department Store visit: 
departmentuk.com

The store serves an all-day 
dining menu consisting of brunch 
classics, smoothies, and fresh 
juices, and various delicious small 
plates and desserts for lunch 
and dinner. There is also a wide-
ranging drinks menu of wines, 
beers, cocktails, spirits and soft 
drinks.

Department Store reflects 
Enterprise City’s ethos of 
supporting up-and-coming 
businesses by giving them access 
to a pop-up shop front, accessible 
by a diverse population, without 
the ongoing burden of their 
own operational overheads. 
The footfall in the area consists 
of more than 700 Department 
Bonded Warehouse members, 
workers, and commuters. With 
a placemaking initiative, such 
as Department Store, the wider 
Manchester community is only set 
to grow further.

Retailers can take a low-
commitment residency which 
offers a solution to reaching 
a wide and varied audience. 
There is also space for events, 
exhibitors, and pop-ups within 
the creative programming of the 
venue.

F E AT U R E :

Commenting on the launch, 
Anthony Powell, managing 
director at Department said: 
“Department is building a 
collection of iconic destinations 
that combine workspace, 
wellness, and social experiences. 
The new Department Store does 
just that. It offers the public 
and Department members a 
new space for culinary and 
creative ideas. The setting has 
been purposefully designed as a 
fluid venue to drink, dine, relax, 
and socialise, whilst providing 
independent retailers the platform 
to promote their brands.

“We have been focusing on 
expanding our food and beverage 
offering in recent months with the 
launch of The Stables, a casual 
canteen-style restaurant, and now 
Department Store. They are both 
ran by our food and beverage 
team who have a passion for 
hospitality, creative concepts 
and delivering an elevated 
experience.”

Department Store is open Monday 
– Friday, with brunch served from 
8am and an all-day small plates 
menu available from 11.30am. In 
addition, scheduled arts, music, 

and culinary workshops will be 
incorporated into the offering. 
Applications are currently being 
welcomed for brand partnerships 
and retailer residencies. 

In amongst the experiential 
concept, Department Store also 
houses a content studio available 
to hire for private workshops and 
photoshoots. The studio can be 
hired by the hour, half day or full 
day with lighting and backdrop 
rolls provided. 

“Department 
is building a 

collection of iconic 
destinations 
that combine 

workspace, 
wellness, and 

social experiences.”

DEPARTMENT STORE 
Manchester’s new experiential social 
space, Department Store has also launched 
in the district. The immersive shop floor 
at Department Bonded Warehouse, offers 
locals a new place to eat, drink, shop and 
socialise, and small businesses a space to 
showcase their products.
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Morgan has previously exhibited 
at the Royal Academy Summer 
Exhibition, curated by Grayson 
Perry and a committee of fellow 
Royal Academics, at South By 
South West in Austin, Texas, in 
Los Angeles, and the Republic of 
Ireland. Morgan unveiled a series 
of new works including paintings 
of singles by The Cure, Thin Lizzy 
and The Rolling Stones. 

They hung alongside depictions 
of classics from The Clash, Nina 
Simone, Prince, Janet Kay, Bob 

F E AT U R E :

Marley, and Bob Dylan. Visitors 
were able to view a quartet 
of recently unearthed original 
paintings in public for the first 
time in a decade including, Brown 
Sugar by The Stones, She Loves 
You from The Beatles, and David 
Bowie’s Ziggy Stardust and Space 
Oddity.

Morgan’s work has been collected 
by musicians Neil Diamond, Blur’s 
Damon Albarn and Graham Coxon, 
composers Sir Andrew Lloyd 
Webber and Hans Zimmer, Ozzy 
Osbourne, The Kinks, actor Jude 
Law, Johnny Marr, Ian Brown of 
The Stone Roses and film director 
Edgar Wright. 

Nathan Wrigglesworth, events 
and programming manager at All 
Work & Social, said: “Manchester 
is a city steeped in music history 
and heritage, and is the perfect 
city to host Morgan’s latest works. 
ABC Gallery offers an exceptional 
space for modern exhibitions and 
installations, therefore we were 
pleased to play home to Morgan 
and his latest artworks.”

MORGAN HOWELL'S SUPERSIZE 

EXHIBITION AT ABC GALLERY
Highly acclaimed British pop artist Morgan Howell, 
who hand paints extraordinary, 3-D interpretations 
of 45RPM vinyl singles, has exhibited more than 30 
pieces at ABC Gallery.

“a quartet 
of recently 
unearthed 

original paintings 
in public for the 

first time in a 
decade”
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“The Exchange scheme goes 
well beyond providing a 
community and space to 
grow. It offers start-ups 

real access to VCs and other 
industry partners.” 

InHaus, a fashion-tech business 
that uses technology and 
automation to help online fashion 
retailers create high-quality 
product videos, has received 
£300,000 in funding from 
multiple investors, including 
major investor Solid Bond 
Capital. 

The business was founded on 
the sector experience of stylist 
Isabella Sumner, and international 
fashion photographer, Till Janz. 
They have come together to solve 
the problem that only 15% of retail 
products currently have a video 
alongside them on websites. 

The team have developed 
software that provides a low-cost 
solution which removes many of 
the complexities of video creation 
for retailers. They can take their 
own videos of products using 
smartphones and then upload 
the raw footage to an automised, 
cloud-based editing programme. 

Their relationship with Solid 
Bond Capital was born out of 
the Exchange programme earlier 
this year. Solid Bond Capital 
is a focused pre-seed investor, 
providing funding and support to 
start-ups. Since partnering with 
Exchange, they have invested £1m 
in member companies. 

INHAUS SECURES INVESTMENT 

FROM EXCHANGE VC PARTNER

F E AT U R E :

InHaus has secured investment from the 
Exchange programme’s VC partner Solid 
Bond Capital.

To find out more about 
InHaus, please visit: 
inhaus.ai 

This investment is allowing 
InHaus to expand its team and 
commercialise its software. They 
are hiring more programmers, as 
well as impressively welcoming 
an expert from Berlin who is 
making the move to the UK to 
join the company. Growing the 
team is going to enable them to 
further sophisticate and develop 
the editing programme to finesse 
product videos. 

The Exchange scheme goes well 
beyond providing a community 

and space to grow. It offers 
start-ups real access to VCs and 
other industry partners. Securing 
significant funding and forming 
these support partnerships in 
the early stages of a business’s 
development can be a real 
catalyst for future growth and 
success.

We look forward to seeing other 
members take advantage of the 
partnerships to the programme. 
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The 175,000 sq ft campus at 
Manchester’s Enterprise City 
will act as the headquarters 
for Booking.com’s global Trips 
division. The Brooklyn-inspired 
workspace provides Booking.com 
with the opportunity to grow its 
Manchester-based team - which 
comprises more than 70 different 
nationalities - with a further 200+ 
open roles set to go live in 2023.

The Manchester campus will be 
Booking.com’s second largest 
international office behind 
its global headquarters in 
Amsterdam. 

The Manchester office will play a 
leading role in bringing 
Booking.com’s ‘connected trip’ 
vision to life, with employees 
researching and developing 
software that supports multiple 
services, including in-trip 
experiences and transport (car 
rental and taxis), as well as 
insurance. The Booking.com 
app was the most downloaded 
online travel app globally in 2021, 
with the work undertaken in 
Manchester directly contributing 
towards its development. 

BOOKING.COM STAFF MOVE INTO 

NEW MANCHESTER CAMPUS

F E AT U R E :

Booking.com, one of the world’s leading 
digital travel companies, has completed 
its new Manchester campus, with more 
than 1,300 employees – including 450 new 
recruits from this year alone – moving in 
this week. 

The campus is part of 
Manchester’s new media, tech 
and creative district, Enterprise 
City, being brought forward 
by developer Allied London. 
The campus fitout, delivered 
by Manchester-based property 
consultancy OBI, includes a 
series of winter gardens, games 
rooms and conference auditorium 
facilities with a seminar event 
space for 250 people.

Matthias Schmid, SVP for 
Booking.com’s Trips division, 
said: “The global travel industry 
is going through a period of 
unprecedented evolution, with 
technology contributing to a 
seamless and more connected 
experience for consumers 
worldwide. We’ve been in 
Manchester for almost 20 years 
and we recognise the role the city 
and its tech ecosystem have to 
play in shaping that experience.

“In order to lead that journey, we 
need the support of industry-
leading software engineers, 
commercial and corporate 
specialists along with a diverse 

management team, which means 
continuously investing not only 
in modern, inclusive workspaces, 
but also the benefits we offer as 
an employer. Our new Manchester 
campus represents a major 
commitment to the city and the 
people who make it the vibrant, 
cultural hub it is. We’re looking 
forward to the new campus 
becoming not only an important 
home of innovation for Booking.
com, but also a place that inspires 
and supports everyone across the 
local tech community.”

“The Manchester 
campus will be 
Booking.com’s 
second largest 
international 

office”
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ENTERPRISE CITY  
LONDON

7-8 SAVILE ROW 
MAYFAIR
LONDON
W1S 3PE

T: 020 7758 4000

ENTERPRISE CITY  
MANCHESTER 

BONDED WAREHOUSE
LOWER BYROM STREET
MANCHESTER
M3 4AP

T: 0161 834 8640

ENTERPRISECITYUK.COM

Allied London is an award-winning 
group of UK based companies focused 
on a simple single vision – to create 
inspiring places that dynamically 
change the ways in which we work, 
live and socialise.

With energy and dedication, Allied 
London Group devises, designs and 
delivers landmark mixed-use real 
estate developments, buildings and 
concepts in London, Manchester 
and Leeds. With a strong, dynamic 
team across a variety of disciplines 
Allied London has diverse and 
creative experience in the business of 
property, finance, design, marketing 
and the arts.

CON TAC T

In order to deliver major positive 
change to a city environment, you first 
need to understand the fundamental 
values of a city. Allied London has  
core commitment to the cities in 
which it invests – London, Manchester 
and Leeds. Allied London dedicates 
time and resource to nurturing 
relationships across these great places 
to ensure that the entire portfolio of 
projects are refreshing, innovative and 
above all, relevant.

alliedlondon.com
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